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and distilleries are located at frequent intervals in the agricultural dis-
tricts, and sawmills and tanneries are located along the torrents of the
Balkan and Rhodope slopes. Gabrovo is the textile center of the na-
tion, and derives much of its wool from the sheep pastured on the
surrounding slopes. Plovdiv manufactures large numbers of cigarettes,
as well as producing some silk and cotton fabrics. Sofiya includes
within its boundaries examples of nearly every type of manufacturing
to be found throughout the nation.

FOREIGN TRADE

The economic self-sufficiency and backwardness of Bulgaria is
shown by the fact that it has the lowest per capita foreign trade of any
European nation except Russia. Its exports are almost entirely agri-
cultural products, with tobacco, eggs, corn, attar of roses, wheat and
lambskins being the leading items. Germany is by far the most im-
portant market for these products, and is followed in importance by
Italy, Czechoslovakia and the United Kingdom. Imports consist largely
of manufactured products, with textiles, metals, machinery and chemi-
cals as the most important. These are drawn from the same group of
nations which serve as the leading markets for Bulgarian exports.

TURKEY  IN EUROPE  (TURKIYE OQMHURIYETI)

Turkey has lost almost all of its once vast European domain. It has
retained only that section of eastern Thrace lying between the Black
Sea and the Maritsa River, a region with a total area of slightly less
than 10,000 square miles. Even in this small territory its powers are
limited by a demilitarized zone which extends along the Greek and Bul-
garian frontiers and along the shores of the Bosporus and the Darda-
nelles. This provision with regard to the straits is, however, of little
importance, for their natural defenses are so strong that they can
quickly be rendered impassable by mine fields and mobile artillery.

European Turkey consists of an undulating plain bordered to the
north and south by low mountains. The rainfall is so light that the vege-
tation is of a steppe type. Grazing is almost the sole occupation on the
upper slopes, while the fertile soils of the well watered valleys are de-
voted to mulberry groves, vineyards, and fields of tobacco, rice, cotton,
poppies, and madder. Silk is, however, the principal agricultural prod-
uct. The lack of mineral and forest resources and the backward eco-